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an Executive clothed with sufficient power to administer
the Government and see that laws are executed.

Such partisans as Chandler of Michigan may not appre-
ciate this, but a cultivated and intelligent man like Trum-
bull should. He has, however, so given himself up to party
that, his election pending, he lacks sagacity. To accom-
plish a present purpose he looks not at consequences. In
order to retain place himself and to wreak his spite against
Johnson, he would hardly hesitate to abolish the office of
President. Censorious by nature, he has not warm friends,
nor friendship. He has ability, and men and parties are
willing to avail themselves of his mental qualities in their
cause, but none yield him affection or attachment. Mr.
Lincoln was at times greatly annoyed by his selfishness,
though always admitting his ability if rightly directed.

December 11, Tuesday. Seward read at Cabinet a dis-
patch which he had prepared to Mr. King, our Minister at
Rome. He introduced it by stating how friendly the Pope
and Cardinal Antonelli had been in the matter of arresting
Surratt, the assassin. Said the French troops were about to
be withdrawn from Rome and the temporal authority of
the Pope was to fall; that, in view of Italian troubles, sev-
eral of the powers were to have naval vessels at Civita
Vecchia and that a wish had been expressed that our flag
should appear among them. Mr. King had advised him
that two of the Pope's confidants had inquired whether, if
the Pope was compelled to flee the Papal dominions, he
could find protection in the United States.

Seward replied to all this affirmatively. Said the Pope
could come to this country in a merchant ship, and there
could be no objection to his coming in a naval vessel. He
could have an asylum under our flag, would be secure on
board of our public ship, and the naval officer who should
bring him to this country would receive honorable consid-
eration. The Pope himself would be welcomed here and
treated as the nation's guest by the people.